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Pesticides are used everywhere: in schools, homes, parks, and playgrounds, and especially in

agriculturethe fruits and vegetables we eat carry the residue of one or more pesticides. In this

riveting narrative, readers learn how pesticides became so popular in the United States and the

many ways they can damage human healthboth in the short term and long term. Asthma and

cancer are linked to pesticides, as are developmental problems such as ADHD, autism, and

lowered IQ. Pesticides can affect a womans fertility and the ability to carry a pregnancy to term.

Readers can take steps to protect themselves and their communities from these dangerous

chemicals by dealing with pests in a safer, more environmentally friendly way. The book examines

integrated pest management, government regulation of pesticides, and ways teens can contribute to

a healthier future, for example, by starting a garden club at school or in the neighborhood.
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Gr 5-8Ã¢â‚¬â€œThese titles establish how agricultural advances and nuclear power have raised the

quality of life in Western and industrialized regions. However, the benefits often come with

consequences that wreak havoc on the environment and people's health, and the impact cannot

always be easily reversed. Each book contains four to five chapters and presents authoritative

information, including research findings, about the destruction of the world's soils and food supplies

and the negative effects of radiation and pesticides. The books provide advice about what readers



can do to improve or prevent these problems. Well-chosen photos and captions are integrated into

the text. Additional sidebars contain myths, facts, and 10 questions that students can ask an

environmentalist.Ã¢â‚¬â€œCaroline Geck, Camden Street School Library, Newark, NJÃŽÂ±(c)
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